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 NEWSLETTER OF 

 THE DALLAS REGIONAL GROUP #115 

OF  THE EARLY FORD V8 CLUB OF AMERICA 

Officers & Board for 2023: 
BOARD MEMBERS  

JIM WHITE THRU 12/23  

KEN BALLEW 12/23  

LES KELTON 12/23  

MIKE PORTER THRU 12/23  

KIRBY SMITH THRU 12/24  

JOHN WALLACE THRU 12/24  

MIKE BARTOLI THRU 12/24  

The May 28th  meeting  will be at 1:30pm 
 

HOSTED BY : Jack and Ann Sawyer 
Location : Luigi’s Restaurant 

   2002 S Goliad St Rockwall, TX 75087 
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May  

21  Cars for Casa Car show Rockwall 

28   Monthly Club meeting 

June 

11-16   EFV8 Grand National Meet: Dearborn MI 

17   National Drive Your Old Ford Day 

22-24  Swap Meet  Grand Prairie 

24    Bluegrass on Ballard: Wylie 

July 

28-30   Swap Meet Fredericksburg Texas  

August 

10-13  Swap Meet Canton Texas 

November  

11  Veterans Day with CAF 
 

*All Events, Dates, Times and Locations should be verified!  

 

REGULAR EVENTS 
 
Every Thursday– Liars Club at 
Route 66 café in Rockwall about 
11:00 

 

Ladies Luncheon  2nd Tuesday of  
Month—Contact  Linda Kimbrell 

 

National Club site 

https://www.earlyfordv8.org/ 

 

Regional Members Facebook 
group 

Early Ford V-8 Club of  America,  

Dallas Regional Group 115 

Ford People Update 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   Time for a laugh 

  
While laughing at your own mistakes can lengthen your life, 
laughing at your wife's mistakes can surely shorten it. 
 
Why don't scientists trust atoms that drive cars?  Because they 
make up everything! 

Good friends are like the fuel that keeps us going, supporting and 
uplifting us through life's twists and turns.  
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April 30, 2023  Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendees / Club cars and classic driven today: 
(30 Attendees ) – Brenda Clyden, Bobby York, Jim & Linda White (’37 Pickup), Dick & Linda Craw-
ford (’40 Deluxe Tudor), Bryan & Laura Bartoli, John & Lisa Wallace (’36 Pickup), Bob & Judy Par-
melee, Les & Lisa Kelton, Dave & Annette Sanford, Kirby & Sandi Smith (’40 Coupe), Jack & Ann 
Sawyer (’56 Victoria), John Carothers (’35 Cabriolet), Mike & Rose Bartoli (’53 Victoria), Mike Ger-
hold, Dan & Polly McKeithen (G- ’39 Std Coupe), Ed Simpson (’51 Ford Tudor), Nick Bernier (’40 
Deluxe Convertible), Barry Peterson, Kostas Palaologos (G) 

 
Business:.  
Meeting was called to order by Jim White, Club President, @ 2:28pm. Jim thanked Les & Lisa Kelton 
for arranging today’s meeting here in Plano at Salt Grass steak house. Thanks for coming today, what a 
nice crowd and a big welcome to our guest. We had one anniversary and 11 birthdays this month.  
Short break to enjoy our meal, Meeting resumed at 3:02pm.     For those who missed the 50th Texas 
Tour, you missed a great meeting. The Lone Star club did an excellent job. Weather was perfect and 
there were very few breakdowns. Five of the Dallas members won awards, and the Dallas group once 
again won the Stacy Brown and Leon LeRose traveling trophy. It was close this year and we hope next 
year in Terrell Texas you will help the Dallas Group keep the trophy.  The Texas Tour is not about the 
cars, trophies, or even the destination.  It is about the quality of time spent together, the fellowship 
with friends and spouse, and about the lasting bonds that were created. It’s also about goodwill, trust, 
kindness, and caring for someone..other than yourself. Rick Claybaugh (National President), presented 
Bobby York  with a framed and signed certificate of appreciation for his years of service to the local 
club and National club.  
Bobby gave a brief overview of what is being planned for 2024 Texas Tour in Terrell, TX.  With the 
hospitality services going crazy with cost it was really hard to find an affordable hotel. During the TX 
Tour Presidents meeting it was agreed we need to cut cost where we can and keep the tour going.  
Some of the clubs were thinking of pulling out, so all agreed to get back to like it was in the begin-
ning…..  Gather, visit and have FUN.  We this said it opened up for more options, we are looking at 
planned/self tours on Friday, simple welcome party, Saturday driving tour with lunch, keynote speaker,  
social hour with hors d’oeuvre/finger food, awards presentation and 2025 Texas Tour host announce-
ment. Fun, visiting, sitting in parking lot admiring our beautiful cars, etc.  More information will be 
announced after planning committee develops.  Please mark your calendars next year for April 11-14, 
2024.   Jim asked everyone to remember the “CARS FOR CASA CAR SHOW” May 21st, in Rock-
wall. Casa means, “Court appointed special Advocate”, these kids need our support.  Come as a partic-
ipant or spectator.  
Several members are planning to attend the “Commenorative Air Force Warbirds weekend” on  Satur-
day May 6th at Red Bird Airport. 
Mike Gerhold, newletter editor,  has asked if anyone has a favorite recipe they would like to share with 
the club, any interesting tech article, etc.  please email him the information.   
 

 
[Meeting Notes continued on Next Page] 
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Announcement/ Events:. 
--2nd Tuesday of month (subject to change) – Ladies Luncheon – Watch your email for in-
formation monthly. Everyone is welcome.   
June luncheon will be June 6, 2023 @ Primo’s Tex-Mex 4861 Bass Pro Dr, Garland, TX 
75043. Website: http://www.primosdallas.com 
--May 21, 2023 – Cars for Casa car show – 10:00 am for registration to 4:00 pm for awards 
@ “New Rockwall Courthouse” 1111E. Yellow Jacket Lane, Rockwall, TX  It’s not too late to 
register and show your car or make a donation.  Website:   lonestarcasa.org 
--June 17, 2023 -  Drive your Old Ford Day.  Ken Ballew will organize a tour.  
-- June 11-16 2023 – Dearborn Michigan, 60th Anniversary Grand National/Diamond Jubilee 
Meet, More information is available on the National Web site (www.earlyfordv8.org). This will 
be the 11th “Grand National Meet”, and the 9th held in Dearborn…should be the best-to-date! 
--June 24, 2023 – Bluegrass on Ballard in Wylie, TX 
--April 11-14,  2024 ******Dallas will be hosting the 51st Texas Tour  ******   Bobby York 
(Tour chairperson).  
   
Trivia winners: Jim White, Annette Sanford, Judy Parmelee, Dan McKeithen, and Jack Saw-
yer. 
 
SUNSHINE REPORT :  Annette Sanford for Sunshine lady, Linda Kimbrell. 
Jeanne Carlson and Peggy Harrell had hip surgery, Connie Gibson – colon surgery, Paula 
Cotton – colon cancer, Maxine Gray – has shingles for over 6 weeks, Dave Sanford – recov-
ering from heard surgery, scheduled to begin rehab in early May, Annette Sanford – doing 
well after knee surgery and has completed rehab, preparing now for another knee surgery in 
the fall, Bryan Bartoli – had back surgery in early April, doing very well,  Linda Crawford – 
recovering from a ruptured disk.  
 
Treasury Report:  50/50 drawing – Ann Sawyer       Drive your old car drawing:  Linda 
White  Door Prize Drawing: Laura Bartoli and Nick Bernier   
     
WALK ON ITEMS: 
Louis Torres, in San Antonio, has a 1947 pickup front axle and rear end, and “stainless steel” 
trim, 1948 Mercury, good shape.  If interested please contact him @ 210-838-7307 
Several members asked about base pin for Texas Tour bars.   Lisa Wallace, treasury, passed 
base pin out to the new members needing one.  
Discussed broken website links.   If you find one please make note of site and URL and we will 
try to figure out how to correct. Note: Some of the sites we do not have control but will see if 
we can locate who has rights to correct.  
 
Jack and Ann Sawyer will host May 28th meeting.  
Meeting adjourned at 4:05p.m.   Respectfully, Brenda Clyden, Secretary                                     

 
[End of Meeting Notes] 
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Photos from last meeting !   
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Photos from 50th Texas Tour in Denton !   
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Photos from Warbird Weekend !   



TECH TALK 

The Ford-O-Matic Transmission  
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The Ford-O-Matic transmission holds a significant place in Ford's history as one 
of their early automatic transmission offerings. Introduced in 1951, it marked 
Ford's entry into the automatic transmission market. The Ford-O-Matic transmis-
sion was a three-speed, torque converter-driven automatic transmission that 
provided smooth shifting and enhanced driving convenience. It became a popular 
option among Ford vehicle buyers during the 1950s and played a crucial role in 
the evolution of automatic transmissions in Ford vehicles. 

The Ford-O-Matic transmission was developed by Ford Motor Company in col-
laboration with Borg-Warner Corporation. It was designed to meet the growing 
demand for automatic transmissions, providing ease of use and comfort for driv-
ers. The transmission was first introduced as an option for Ford's Mercury and 
Lincoln vehicles and later expanded to Ford-branded cars and trucks. Its availabil-
ity across various Ford models made it accessible to a wide range of customers. 

 

 

 

 

Sources: 

1. "Ford-O-Matic" by Jim O'Clair, Hemmings Motor News (January 2017) 
2. "The Ford-O-Matic Transmission" by Phil Sadow, Collectible Automobile Maga-
zine (March/April 2016) 

 



MEMBER REFERRALS 

 

SANDBLASTING: Barnes Enterprises, 3355 Hwy 289 Celina.  

 214-957-2817  

 

CHROME PLATING:  Al’s Associates. 2829 Bryan, Fort Worth.  817-921-
 2679 

 

WOODGRAINING:  David Hutton, Royce City, 972-635-2404 

 

ELECTRIC ISSUES OR OTHER:  Will Smith, Creative Automobile Concepts, 
 Forney.  460-628-6950  

 

VINTAGE CAR UPHOLSTERY:  Village Upholstery, Elaine & Larry Hankins, 

 www.villageuph.com.  972-317-6225, village207@verizon.net.  207 Stone 
 Canyon Dr, Highland Village, Tx 75077 

 

AUTO PARTS: Save Money at O’Reilly Auto Parts by using  

club account EFV-8 # 599105  

 

AUTO REPAIR: Patrick’s Auto, 2077HWY78, patricksautomotive.com 

Farmersville, 972-784-6665 

 

MOTORS,ALTERNATORS,STARTERS: Advanced Starter Service, Dallas, 

Jon Bernal 214-688-0280 

 

 

 * Submit any new referrals to the editor at mikegerhold@gmail.com  
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DALLAS FORD V8 SCRIPT 

Mike Gerhold EDITOR 

208 North Rustic Trail 

Wylie, Texas 75098 
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