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OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT:             JIM WHITE   

VICE PRESIDENT:    KIRBY SMITH  

SECRETARY:           BRENDA CLYDEN 

TREASURER:           LISA WALLACE  

STAFF  

SUNSHINE REPORT:                LINDA KIMBRELL 

MESSAGE COORDINATOR:    LINDA CRAWFORD 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:           MIKE GERHOLD 

TOUR COORDINATOR          KEN BALLEW  

TECH COORDINATOR           BARRY PETERSON 

 NEWSLETTER OF 

 THE DALLAS REGIONAL GROUP #115 

OF  THE EARLY FORD V8 CLUB OF AMERICA 

 Officers & Board for 2026: 

BOARD MEMBERS  

Mike Bartoli            2026 

Linda Kimbrell         2026 

John Wallace           2026 

John Carothers        2027 

Mike Gerhold          2027 

Les Kelton               2027 

Jim White                2029  

  The February 22nd meeting  will be @ 1:30pm 
 
 Hosted By :     Les & Lisa Kelton  
 Location:   Dickeyôs BBQ 
     1211 14th Street 
      Plano, TX 

 

Sandi Smith 

 Member  

since 2016 

February  

2026 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
February 

19-21  Decatur Swap Meet 

22 Club Meeting  (Dickeyõs BBQ) 

March 

5-8     Canton Swap Meet 

22      Club Meeting (TBD) 

26-28  Duncan OK Swap Meet 

April 

2-4 Greenville Swap meet 

9-11    Texas Tour (Abilene) 

23-25  Pate Swap Meet 

26       Club Meeting (TBD) 

REGULAR EVENTS  
Every Thursdayð Liars Club at 
Lone Star 66 café in Rockwall 
about 11:00 

Ladies Luncheon  2nd Tuesday 
of  Month 

 

Dallas Club site  

www.earlyfordv8texas.org 

National Club site 

https://www.earlyfordv8.org/ 

Facebook group 

Early Ford V-8 Club of  America,  

Dallas Regional Group 115 

 

 

2026 Membership Fees were due in January 

The 2026 membership fees are due in January. The amount is $25 per year. 

You can pay by cash or check or Venmo payment to Lisa Wallace. If you are 
writing a check, make your payment to the Dallas Early Ford V-8 Club and mail 
it to the following address:  

Lisa Wallace / Treasurer 

3529 Melanie Lane 

Plano, TX 75023 

*** Contact Lisa Wallace if you have any questions (972) 814-9176 **** 

*** 53rd Texas Tour is open for registration! 

Complete your application and book your hotel room before its too late! 

Congratulations to Barry Peterson our new Tech Coordinator 

Email Barry @ schwankstr@aol.com if you need help with a project  

    Welcome NEW Members  ñ   Richard and Gail Ramey !!!!!!  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/731292084356250/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/731292084356250/
mailto:schwankstr@aol.com
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2026 Texas Tour Registration Form  
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2026 Texas Tour Registration Form  
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Photos from the last meeting  
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[Meeting Notes continued on Next Page] 

Dallas Early Ford V-8        
February 1, 2026 - Monthly Meeting Minutes 
Attendees / Club cars and classic driven today: 
(23 Attendees) ð Bobby York, Brenda Clyden, Jim & Linda White, Mike Gerhold, 
Kirby & Sandi Smith, John Carothers, Jack & Ann Sawyer, Les & Lisa Kelton, Bar-
ry Peterson, John & Lisa Wallace, Bob & Judy Parmelee, Annette Sanford, , Jim & 
Eva Burns, Ray & Lynne Brez, Linda Kimbrell 
Meeting: 
Our club president, Jim White, called meeting to order at 1:55p.m. by asking Les 
Kelton to lead us in prayer. He welcomed everyone and thanked John & Lisa Wal-
lace for hosting our meeting today in Murphy, TX at Country Burger.   

Business:  
--New Members: 
1) James McElhinney ð Heõs a National Club member, a member of the California 
Regional Group #11, and resides in Prosper, TX 
2) Michael Cole ð òModel Aó owner and club member, recently became owner of 
a 1950 Ford Flathead with a piston problem.  Looking for advice from the club to 
help resolve issue. 
We look forward to meeting our new members and discussing their cars as well as 
a chance to tell them about our flathead cars.     

-- Heads up! With several clubs dropping out of  the rotation for hosting the Texas 
tour, it looks like the Dallas club may be hosting again as soon as 2028.  Letõs be 
pro-active and start thinking about locations and venues for òTexas Tour 55ó.  We 
expect to hear more about the rotation in April at the participants meeting in Abi-
lene.    

-- Earlier in January ð Ken Ballew asked if  we could get together for a Birthday 
Celebration for some of  our members having a special birthday.  We meet at El 
Fenix in Plano on 1-4-26 to honor Cordell Ballew, Ken Ballew, Ray Brez, John 
Carothers, Jimmy Gibson and Bob Wagner.  These very special club members have 
reached that time in life where:  Wisdom has been gained from experience and 
wealth has come from hard work, and grace from missed opportunities.     Thanks, 
Ken, for suggesting this get together, it was a fun afternoon.  Thanks, Mike Ger-
hold, for taking all the pictures and to Ann Comley for providing the cake. 
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 [Meeting Notes continued on Next Page] 

-- Birthdays -  Due to our Christmas party our December birthdays are never men-
tioned! 
December birthdayõs were:  Al Moseley, Richard McClung, Sandi Smith and Bob 
Wagner 
and our January birthdayõs are: Jimmy Gibson, John Carothers, Ray Brez, Judy 
McBurney, Dara Warren, Stephen Jones, John McBurney, Cordell Ballew and Ed  
Simpson.   

-- Two words most members do not like!     CLUB DUES! 
Thatõs right, dues are to be paid by January 1st each year.  However, some of  us for-
get to pay them and must be reminded via email from our club president.  It is not 
fair to our treasurer and the other members, for paying dues to be dragged out for 
months.  So, if  you received an email from Jim White and have not already paid 
your dues, Please pay them NOW!  If  your dues are unpaid by the time John Wal-
lace is ready to have the roster printed you will be dropped from the Roster and 
not be listed as a member.      On a happier note, those who paid their dues before 
the end of the year were entered into a drawing for a free yearõs membership, and 
the lucky winner is JACK SAWYER! 

Announcement/ Events:  

-- March 4th - 7th, 2026 ð National Board of  Directors will meet in San Diego for 
the 1st QTR. Board meeting 

-- April 9th ð 11th, 2026 ð 53rd TEXAS TOUR hosted by Big Country #122, Abi-
lene, TX - Start getting your beautiful old Fords ready, send in your application, 
and make hotel reservations.  Caravans will be forming soon for those wanting to 
travel as a group.  

-- May 30th, 2026 ð Tulsaõs Route 66 Capital Cruise ð This is an official attempt to 
set a ònew Guinness world record for the largest classic car parade EVERó!  The 
parade is 5.5 miles of  Route 66, all within the city limits of  Tulsa.  Staging will be at 
Tulsaõs Expo Square starting at 8:00am on May 30th.  On Friday May 29th, the even-
ing before the parade, from 4-8 pm, classic cars, food trucks, live music, and ven-
dors will be part of  the pre-drive parade party. 
     TO TAKE PART IN THE PARADE,  
 - Vehicles must be from 1996 or earlier 
 - must be registered in advance 
 - valid license and insurance is required. 
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 [End of  Meeting Notes] 

Tulsa is 258 miles from Dallas, just a little more than 4 hours away from being part 
of  the ROUTE 66 PARADE, AND  AMERICAN AUTO HISTORY!  
For more information contact Jim White.  

-- July 26, 2026 ð Our clubs 45th anniversary ð I believe this causes for a celebra-
tion!  Letõs start making plans for the club to celebrate with a party, a dinner, or 
something. This is a time for us to think back and remember just how much fun it 
has been getting to 45 years and creating new memories.   

 

Treasury Report:  Lisa Wallace  

50/50 drawing ð   Sandi Smith 

Drive your old car drawing: no Winner - No one drove their old flatheads today  

 WALK ON ITEMS:  
 
-- Be sure to read your Nov-Dec issue of òThe V-8 timesó some of our members 
are mentioned: 
1) Bob and Judy Parmelee attended the òHidden Treasure National Driving 
Touró in August, in Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa. Look for them in the 
group picture.  Thanks for attending the meeting and representing Dallas so very 
well.    
2) Shout out to John Wallace for his service in the United States Air Force.  Read 
his informative article and see his picture.  As well, as other National club members 
who served in our US Military that were also featured in the issue. 
3) Thumbs up to our editor Mike Gerhold, well deserved recognition and the 
Gold Metal Award for our newsletter òThe Scriptó which was judged to be one of 
the best of  the best.   But we already knew that! Thanks Mike, your work is appre-
ciated more than you know.  
 
-- Congratulations to Sandi Smith on her retirement from Southwest Airlines 
 
-- Mike Gerhold suggested the club should have a Technical Workshop leader.  
Club voted an approved.  Barry Peterson was elected to fill the position.  

Meeting adjourned at 2:36p.m.       

Respectfully, Brenda Clyden, Secretary                                     
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Phil Grindstaff is married to his wife, Lajuana, and together they 

have raised four children. The Grindstaff family calls Wylie, Texas 

home, where Philõs appreciation for family, tradition, and craftsman-

ship has always been a guiding part of his life.  

Philõs love for classic Fords began early. His very first car was a 

1951 Ford two door, a vehicle that sparked a lifelong passion for the 

iconic designs and engineering of early Ford automobiles. While still 

a junior in high school, Phil took his enthusiasm a step further by 

purchasing his first 1948 Ford Coupe in Lawrence, Kansas.  

 

 

 

Member Spotlight:   Phil Grindstaff  and his 1948 Ford  òOld Blueó  
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That car quickly became more than just transportation  it was free-

dom, independence, and a source of pride for a young car enthusiast.  

In 1961, when Philõs family moved from Kansas to Texas, he made a 

memorable journey that would stay with him for a lifetime. Behind 

the wheel of his 1948 Ford Coupe, Phil drove from Lawrence, Kan-

sas to Abernathy, Texas, forming an unbreakable bond with the car 

along the way. That 600 mile road trip cemented his admiration for 

the durability and spirit of early Fords and left him with stories and 

memories that would last for decades.  

 

 

 

Member Spotlight:   Phil Grindstaff  and his 1948 Ford  òOld Blueó  


